Team Light Matter: Project Trees4Cash

Gideon Loo, Bryson McNulty, and Joshua Starker Planting Trees for a Greener Future

The Atmosphere: Where Trees4Cash Caught Wind of CO, Sequestering

The small scale Carbon Reduction Challenge is a collaborative effort to reduce 10,000 pounds of carbon dioxide emis-
sions during the 8 weeks of March and April. Due to the passive nature, long lifespan, and low cost of trees, Team
Light Matter focused on planting trees to sequester CO, out of the atmosphere. Hardwoods of significant size (i.e. can
be used for lumber) sequester more carbon than similarly sized pines. Data from the US Forest Service®’ and the De-
partment of Energy* indicates that over a given lifetime, hardwoods sequester more carbon than most pines, and at a
faster rate. These details led to a focus on hardwoods as a potential tree to focus the project on.
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This project relied on others to help reach its car-
bon dioxide reducing goals. While friends, family; and the
local communities were the focus of the group’s effort, the
ways inwhich this involvement was gained varied greatly from
one/method to another.
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