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U.S. Electricity Flow, 2014
(Quadrillion Btu)

1 Blast furnace gas and other manufactured and waste gases derived from fossil fuels.
2 Batteries, chemicals, hydrogen, pitch, purchased steam, sulfur, miscellaneous technologies,

and non-renewable waste (municipal solid waste from non-biogenic sources, and tire-derived
fuels).

3 Electric energy used in the operation of power plants.
4 Transmission and distribution losses (electricity losses that occur between the point of

generation and delivery to the customer).
5 Data collection frame differences and nonsampling error.
6 Use of electricity that is 1) self-generated, 2) produced by either the same entity that

consumes the power or an affiliate, and 3) used in direct support of a service or industrial

process located within the same facility or group of facilities that house the generating equip-
ment.  Direct use is exclusive of station use.  

Notes:  •  Data are preliminary.  •  See Note 1, “Electrical System Energy Losses,” at the
end of EIA, Monthly Energy Review (March 2015), Section 2.  •  Net generation of electricity
includes pumped storage facility production minus energy used for pumping.  •  Values are
derived from source data prior to rounding for publication.  •  Totals may not equal sum of
components due to independent rounding.

Sources: U.S. Energy Information Administration, Monthly Energy Review (March 2015),
Tables 7.1, 7.2a, 7.3a, 7.6, and A6; and EIA, Form EIA-923, "Power Plant Operations
Report."
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Note: Hydropower excludes pumped storage generation.  Liquid biofuels include ethanol and biodiesel.  Other 
biomass includes municipal waste from biogenic sources, landfill gas, and other non-wood waste.
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What sets the price of energy fuels?
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http://www.biofuelsdigest.com/bdigest/2015/01/13/shale-vs-opec-whats-going-on-
with-oil-prices-will-the-bleeding-stop-and-when/
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Total world proved oil reserves reached 1700.1 billion barrels at the end of 2014, sufficient to meet 52.5 years of global production. The largest addition to reserves came 
from Saudi Arabia, adding 1.1 billion barrels. The largest decline came from Russia, where reserves fell by 1.9 billion barrels. OPEC countries continue to hold the majority 
of the world’s reserves, accounting for 71.6% of the global total. South & Central America continues to hold the highest R/P ratio, more than 100 years. Over the past 
decade, global proved reserves have increased by 24%, or more than 330 billion barrels.
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1ZJ = 1020 J

Global oil consumption = 0.18 ZJ/yr;
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Quantifying OPEC oil reserves is a shell game! Nobody knows….
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World proved coal reserves in 2014 were sufficient to meet 110 years of global production, by far the largest R/P ratio for any fossil fuel. By region, Europe & Eurasia  
holds the largest proved reserves and has the highest R/P ratio – 268 years, compared with 248 years for North America. The lowest R/P ratio is in the Asia Pacific  
region (51 years).
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